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“No Grain” Horse Feed Labelling Guideline

This document is aimed at providing guidance to feed manufacturers in the use of label statements about grain content
of horse feeds.

Use of the terms “no grain” or “grain free” should be used carefully and need to take account of both whole grains and
grain milling by-products such as millrun and rice pollard.

The major issue presented through this labelling guidance relates to use of “no grain” and “grain free” product
statements when the feed contains cereal milling by-products, and these feeds are fed to horses prone to insulin
intolerance and are at risk of laminitis.

Feeds should not be labelled as “no grain” or “grain free” if they contain cereal grains or cereal grain by-products.
Cereal grains being defined as wheat, oats, barley, triticale, corn, sorghum, rice, rye and their milling by-products.

Where alternate ingredients such as soybean hulls or grain legumes are in use, the term “no grain” should not be used.
Where such materials are used and no cereal grains are in the feed, and a statement about grain content is made, this

should be equivalent to “Does not contain cereal grain”.

In all cases ingredients in use need to be identified on the product label.

SFMCA makes no representation about the information contained in this document. It is provided as is
without express or implied warranty of any kind. SFMCA disclaims (to the full extent allowable by the Law)
all warranties with regard to this information, including all implied warranties as to the accuracy of the
information. SFMCA shall not be liable for any damages whatsoever including any special, indirect or
consequential damages resulting form loss of profits, whether in an action in contract, negligence or
otherwise arising out of or in connection with the information contained in this document. Neither SFMCA
nor any of its employees or agents warrants that the information within this document is error-free.
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